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Mr. Kobik’s Corner 

Welcome to the 2022 – 2023 school year and 
another year of the Janvier Journal! It is my 
hope that this newsletter will continue to serve 
all members of our school community as a 
valuable resource in communicating general 
and grade - level specific information.  Alt-
hough this segment of the newsletter entitled 
Mr. Kobik’s Corner will provide me with the 
opportunity to share general information as 
well as educationally relevant material, it is 
my intent that this entire publication will in-
volve an array of students and staff. This past 
summer was again a busy one at our school 
with multiple facilities projects being com-
pleted.  Specifically, water bottle fill stations 
were installed in our hallways, the air condi-
tioning unit in our library was repaired, 
maintenance was completed on all of our 
school’s exterior doors, and selected class-
rooms were painted.  Safety and security pro-
cedures were also updated and reviewed with 
local and county law enforcement agencies.  
The staff of Mary F. Janvier Elementary 
School was excited to greet your children on 
the first day of school and we enjoyed seeing 
many of you at our recently held Back to 
School Night program.  Throughout the 
school year, there will be additional events 
that will provide you with the opportunity to 
participate in activities that bring our school 
together as a community.  Later in October, 
the PTA Monster Mash fundraiser provides 
this opportunity. You will notice that this edi-
tion of the Janvier Journal contains infor-
mation from Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd Grades, 
as well as communication from our teachers 
of Phys Ed, Computers, Library, our School 
Nurse, and our School Counselor.  Of note, 
we continue to present a character education 
program to our children that promotes the 

power of positive decision making. Daily 
character education lessons and a focus 
on monthly character traits foster student 
understanding of the power that they 
have in making everyday a great day.  
Additionally, you will find in this edition 
an article from our Basic Skills Team 
that focuses on the benefits of reading to 
your child. The greatest gift that you can 
give to your child is your time. Spending 
some of your time to read to your child 
can lead to the acceleration of your 
child’s language development and will 
build happy memories for you and your 
child. How fortunate we all are to have 
the opportunity to devote our time to-
wards working together to foster your 
child’s academic and social – emotional 
development. Time does have a way of 
moving and Autumn has arrived. Mary 
F. Janvier Elementary School is once 
again alive with the sounds of learning.  
The sounds of collaboration, understand-
ing, creativity, and persistence. What an 
exciting time!  What an exciting place! 
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Welcome back!  We are off to a 
great start for the year.  Just a friend-
ly reminder if you have any immun-
ization notes including flu shots they 
can be sent in with your child.  If you 
are ever unsure if you should be 
sending your child to school, please 
call my office.  I am here to help and 
keep everyone healthy!  We have 
started our coat drive in the Nurse’s 
office.  We will be collecting NEW 
coats, hats, gloves and scarves for all 
ages for students in our district!  If 
you would like to donate, they can be 
dropped off in the main lobby during 

Message From The Nurse 

school hours  Thank you in ad-
vance.  Stay well! 

 

Our Library classes are underway and 
we have already learned so much 
about books and Library manners! We 
had a great time at the Book Fair in 
September. A big THANK YOU goes 
out to all of the PTA volunteers who 
made it possible and to all of the par-
ents/guardians for supporting our 
fair.  Library book checkout will 
begin the first week of Octo-
ber.  Please make sure that water bot-
tles are not placed near library books 
in your child's backpack.  A gallon 
size ziploc bag with your child's name 
is a great way to keep the books clean 
and dry.    This year we are utilizing 

Google Classroom to complete Li-
brary assignments.  I will be assist-
ing the children with Google Class-
room during their Library class.  If 
you have any questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact me 
at kmonaghan@franklintwpschools.
org. 

Welcome To The Library 

Notes From The Counselor’s Office 

Our Janvier Jackrabbits are off to a 
wonderful start in our 2022-2023 

school year! Ms. Meshirer, our substi-
tute School Counselor, has enjoyed 
meeting with students and getting to 

know them. This month’s character 
trait is Respect. As a school, we are 
celebrating “Week of Re-

spect” (October 3rd-7th) by following 
the school spirit wear schedule. Please 
be on the look out for more fun filled 

spirit days ahead!  
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What’s Happening In Gym Class 

Welcome back to Physical Educa-
tion! The students have been hav-
ing a great time working on mov-
ing their bodies using walking, 
jogging, running, skipping, and so 
much more. We have been learn-
ing how to stay safe in the gym 
and how to move in our own per-
sonal space. Up next, the students 
will be working on different relay 
activities. Remember to always 
wear your sneakers to gym!  

Learning New Things In Computer Class 

The 2022-2023 school year is off 
to a great beginning! All students 
are learning how to become good 
digital citizens while online. Our 
Kindergarten students are also be-
coming familiar with their chrome-
books, touch screens, and touchpad 
mouse. They are learning through 
playing fun games and activities 
including how to drag and drop 
items. Our 1st Graders are learning 
how to properly act while using 
online devices. We are also con-

centrating on identifying letters in 
each row on the keyboard which 
will continue throughout the school 
year using fun games and a pro-
gram called Typing Club. Our 2nd 
Graders are learning who they can 
trust and should not trust while 
online. The students are also begin-
ning to track how many Words Per 
Minute (WPM) they can type. They 
will continue this throughout the 
school year to see how much they 
progress by charting their score in a 

Google Sheet. I am so excited and 
proud of all of the students for try-
ing their best in Computer 
class. 

1. Brain Development—Babies are born 
learning.  From birth to age 3 are criti-
cal years for the development of lan-
guage skills that are foundational for 
future learning success.  Parents are a 
child’s first and most important teach-
er. 

2. Language—The number of words that 
a child knows when he or she enters 
Kindergarten is the most important 
predictor of a child’s success or fail-
ure.  Reading aloud grows your child’s 
vocabulary and introduces many 
words and concepts that you might not 
use in everyday conversation. 

3. Knowledge—Books are a pleasure  
and they are also informative.  You 

and your child can learn something new 
when you read aloud. 

4. Literacy Skills—Vocabulary.  Phonics.  
Familiarity with the printed word.  Sto-
rytelling.  Comprehension.  Reading 
aloud is valuable towards building liter-
acy skills. 

5. Love of Reading—Parents that read 
aloud demonstrate that reading is im-
portant, that reading is pleasurable, that 
reading is valued. 

6. Bonding—Is there anything better than 
sharing a good book with a child in 
your lap? 
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Kindergarten students in Mrs. 
Reber’s class had some apple tast-
ing fun to celebrate the beginning 
of Fall!  The students tasted red, 
green, and yellow apples, de-
scribed the taste, and then record-
ed their feelings about each ap-
ple.  Red apples came out on top! 
The class took a close look at the 
apple core and seeds.  Students 
also enjoyed apple stories and 
songs.   

Learning New Routines In First Grade 

What’s Happening In Second Grade 

1st Grade is off to a terrific start this 
school year as the students are all 
adjusting to our new routines and 
environments.  During the first cou-
ple of weeks,  we have been work-
ing on building relationships, learn-
ing our new routines and what it 
means to be a part of the Janvier 
Team.   Through stories like Y ou 
Were Made to Be, Chrysanthemum, 
and Giraffes Can’t Dance we have 
celebrated how we are each unique-
ly different in how we feel and 
grow.  We have learned about our 
first Character Trait of the year, Re-
sponsibility and about our everyday 
Heroes on Patriot’s Day.   1st Grad-

ers are also starting the year off 
learning our new math routines 
and the first addition strategy of 
the year, Counting On to Add, 
with our Ready Math pro-
gram.  Lastly, in Benchmark, our 
young readers are busy learning 
what a good reader looks and 
sounds like as they learn routines 
for Reader’s Workshop, Phonics, 
and Writer’s Workshop.    Wheth-
er it is in the classroom or out at 
recess, our Firsties are growing 
and learning everyday! 

Second Grade is off to a fantastic 
start to this school year! Class-
rooms are becoming families and 
we have all settled into the new 
routine of switching classes each 
day. After spending time estab-
lishing rules and expectations as 
well as practicing routines and 
procedures, ELA students have 
been very busy working on Phon-
ics, Reading, Writing, and Gram-
mar lessons in our Benchmark 
Workshop program. In Phonics we 
have reviewed sounds, spelling 

patterns, and high-frequency 
words from First Grade to prepare 
us for new skills we will soon 
learn. In Reading we have been 
working on topics like the differ-
ences between fiction and infor-
mational text, practicing our read-
ing stamina with silent independ-
ent reading, and completing indi-
vidualized i-Ready Reading les-
sons on Chromebooks. In Writing 
we have started to look at all kinds 
of writing and tried some writing 
of our own in class. In Grammar 

we have been discussing different 
types of sentences and punctuation 
marks. Please read with your child at 
home as often as possible as this is 
vital to their growth in ELA and suc-
cess as a reader and writer! We are 
looking forward to a wonderful 


